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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed July 27, 2005. 

2. Claims 1-36 remain pending. 

Response to Amendments 

3. The rejection of claims 5, 22-30 and 32-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph is withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments to these claims to provide 
proper antecedent to the identified terms. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed concurrently with the above-identified amendment 
have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-6 
and 8-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanigawa and of claim 7 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tanigawa in view of Krumel are 
maintained. Following is an examiner's response to Applicant's arguments. 

a. Rejection of Claims 1-6 and 8-36 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e): 

Applicant essentially argued that Tanigawa does not teach "changing an 
operational visual representation ... to convey . . . that new sub-menu items 
have been added to . . . the menu item" as recited in Claims 1 and 14. 
Tanigawa's update process does not change the "operational visual 
representation of the menu item" when new sub-menu items have been added. 
Rather, Tanigawa's update process only occurs "when both data and a menu 
are being displayed/' i.e., is only an update of the displayed data information. 

In response, the examiner respectfully notes that the method steps in 
FIG. 27 cited in the Office action have to be interpreted in light of the 
specification (e.g., column 25 of Tanigawa). According to the description 
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therein, "[t]he display control unit 2005 . . . has the display unit 2006 update its 
display using the new data (S2758), before the processing returns to S2702." 
Furthermore, Tanigawa's specification in column 25 also describes using titles 
of sets of data as menu items and that the first twenty characters or any other 
number of characters in these set of data may be used as its menu items (25:46- 
53). Therefore, when the user chooses to display these sets of data as menu 
items, new sub-menu items have been added to the menu item arid the 
display control unit will have the display unit update its display using the new 
sets of data (i.e., change the operational visual representation of the menu 
item when new sub-menu have been added). As an additional remark, 
Tanigawa does use the term "update." If there are no changes to the menu, 
there would be no need for updating the menu. 

b. Rejection of Claim 7 under 35 U.S.C § 103(a): 

Applicant essentially argued that: i) for at least the reason that Tanigawa 
fails to teach or suggest the limitation discussed above, dependent Claim 7 is 
not obvious and is patentable over the proposed combination of Tanigawa and 
Krumel; and ii) there is no "clear and particular" teaching or suggestion in 
Tanigawa to incorporate the features of Krumel, and there is no teaching or 
suggestion in Krumel to incorporate the features of Tanigawa; furthermore, 
Krumel "fails to even mention, let alone disclose H3D computer games ['] as 
recited in Claim 7." 

In response to i), the examiner notes that Applicant's arguments have 
been fully addressed in paragraph a. above. In response to ii), the examiner 
notes that, contrarily to Applicant's assertion that there is no teaching or 
suggestion in Krumel to incorpotate the features of Tanigawa, Krumel does 
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suggest that television (e.g., Tanigawa teachings) and home video games 
systems (e.g., Sony Play Station™) are among other exemplary devices and 
appliances that may be used with PNUT protocols in accordance with Krumel 
invention (ffif [0183-0184]) for transmitting update or other commands or 
information over a network (see KrumePs Abstract). With the suggestion of 
Krumel, Tanigawa could be modified to incorporate the above feature so that 
television and home video games could be networked and operation menu for 
home video games could be displayed on television screen according to 
Tanigawa teachings. 

In view of the foregoing discussion, rejections of amended Claims 1-36 are 
thus maintained and reproduced herein for Applicant's convenience. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 
§102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 
(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, 

except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall 
have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States and was published 
under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language; 

6. Claims 1-6 and 8-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,314,570 to Tanigawa et al. ("Tanigawa"). 



Application/Control Number: 09/901,560 
Art Unit: 2192 



Page 5 



Claims 1 and 14 

Tanigawa discloses at least: 

receiving from a remote server a distribution collection of sub-menu items for a menu 
item (see at least Figure 27; steps S2702, S2704, S2706, S2712, S2728, S2736, S2752, 
S2754; and related discussion in the specification); 

determining whether one or more of the sub-menu items of said distribution collection 
are not part of an operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item (see at least Figure 
27; steps S2754, S2756; and related discussion in the specification); 

updating the operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item (see at least 
Figure 27, steps 2756, S2758; and related discussion in the specification); and 

changing an operational visual representation of the menu item from a first state to a 
second state to convey to a user of the client device that new sub-menu items have been added to the 
operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item (see at least Figure 27, transition 
from S2758 to S2702; and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 2 and 15 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further discloses 
wherein said updating of the operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item comprises 
adding said one or more of the sub-menu items of said distribution collection that are not part of said 
operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item to the operational collection of subs menu 
items of the menu item (see at least Figure 27, steps 2756, S2758; and related discussion in 
the specification). 

Claims 3 and 16 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further discloses 
wherein said first state of the operational visual representation of the menu item comprises a 
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description of the menu item, and said changing of the operational visual representation of the menu 
item from the first state to the second state comprises changing said operational visual representation of 
the menu item comprising said description of the menu item to an operational visual representation of 
the menu item comprising said description of the menu item annotated with an indication that one or 
more sub-menu items have been added to the operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item 
(see at least Figure 25 and related discussion in the specification). 

Claims 4 and 17 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further discloses 
wherein the method further comprises responsive to an occurrence of a predetermined condition, 
changing said operational visual representation of the menu item from said second state back to said 
first state (see at least Figure 27, transition from S2758 to S2702; and related discussion 
in the specification). 

Claim 5 

Rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 4 are incorporated. Tanigawa 
further discloses wherein said predetermined condition comprises a user having selected a 
predetermined number of at least one or more added sub-menu items (see at least 23:39-50). 

Claims 6 and 18 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 respectively are incorporated. Tanigawa 
further discloses wherein said menu item corresponds to a family of program products, said 
sub-menu items correspond to program products of the family, and said one or more sub-menu items 
that are not part of the operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item correspond to newly 
available program products of the family or newly available versions of the program products of the 
family (see at least Figures 12, 13, 14 and related discussion in the specification). 
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Claims 8 and 19 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further 
discloses wherein said menu item corresponds to a family of media contents, said sub-menu items 
correspond to media contents of the family, and said one or more sub-menu items that are not part of 
the operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item correspond to newly available media 
contents of the family or newly available versions of the media contents of the family (see at least 
Figures 15-18 and related discussion in the specification). 

Claim 9 

Rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 8 are incorporated. Tanigawa 
further discloses wherein the family of media contents is a bulletin board of information postings, 
and each of media contents is an information posting (see at least Figures 21-25 and related 
discussion in the specification). 

Claims 10 and 20 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further 
discloses wherein said menu item corresponds to a family of documents, said sub-menu items 
correspond to documents of the family, and said one or more sub-menu items that are not part of the 
operational collection of sub-menu items of the menu item correspond to newly available documents of 
the family or newly available versions of the documents of the family (see at least Figures 10, 15- 
18 and related discussion in the specification). 
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Claims 11 and 21 

Rejections of base claims 1 and 14 are incorporated. Tanigawa further 
discloses wherein one or more sub-menu items comprise locators identifying locations from which 
resources to which the one or sub-menu items correspond can be retrieved (see at least 1:22-51). 

Claim 12 

Rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 11 are incorporated. 
Tanigawa further discloses wherein said locations are disposed within a local file subsystem, and 
the method further comprises receiving said resources into said locations of said file subsystem from a 
selected one of said remote server or an agent of said remote server (see at least 1 :22-51). 

Claim 13 

Rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 11 are incorporated. 
Tanigawa further discloses wherein said resources comprise selected ones of executable, text files 
and web pages (see at least 1:22-51). 

Claims 22, 25, 28, 31, 33 and 35 

Tanigawa does not specifically disclose: 

installing a first version of a first resource on an apparatus', 
installing also on said apparatus a first sub-menu item corresponding to the first 
version of the first resources 

installingfurther on said apparatus an agent to facilitate subsequent installing 
on said apparatus a second sub-menu item corresponding to a selected one of a second version of the 
first resource and a third version of a second resource, and to facilitate modification of a visual 
representation of a menu item of said apparatus to which at least one or multiple sub-menu items are 
members, to draw an user's attention to said second sub-menu item. However, the installing 
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steps of various versions of the resources are deemed inherent to Tanigawa teachings 
which comprise an updating (note that the process of updating is inherendy one of 
installing required by an updated version of resource) step shown as S2758 in Figure 
27. If there is only one version of a resource, then there is no need for updating the 
display of resource data. 

Claims 23, 26, 29, 32, 34 and 36 

Rejections of base claims 22, 25, 28, 31, 33 and 4, respectively are incorporated. 
Since these claims recite the same features of claims 1 (i.e,, the changing step) and 4, 
the same rejections are thus applied. 

Claims 24, 27 and 30 

Rejections of base claims 22 (and intervening claim 23), 25 and 28, respectively 
are incorporated. Since these claims recite the same feature of claim 13, the same 
rejection is thus applied. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,314,570 to Tanigawa et al. ("Tanigawa"), as applied to claims 1 and 6, in 
view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0080771 by Krumer. 

Claim 7 

Tanigawa does not specifically disclose wherein the family of product products is 3D 
computer games, and each of the program products is a 3D computer game. However, Krumer 
teaches a method of utilizing PLD-based network communication protocols for 
networking common entertainment equipment such as home video game systems 
(e.g., Sony Play Station™) (see at least paragraph [0184]). It would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
Krumer' s teachings in Tanigawa because this would allow Tanigawa to generate and 
display operation menu for home video games. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period 
for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu "Antony" Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The Examiner can normally be reached on the following 
days of a bi-week: Monday-Thursday (first week) and Tuesday-Friday (second week) 
from 7: 15 to 17:45. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, Tuan Dam can be reached at (571) 272-3695. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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